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The business incubator caters to all types 
of business needs, even ventures that are 
mobile.     

Paw Paw’s Diner is has been located at 
the SEED Center Incubator, located at 4310 
Ryan St., in Lake Charles, for one month 
and is benefi ting every day.  

Kenneth Williamson, Sr., the owner of 
Paw Paw’s Diner, has received guidance 
from staff at the Southwest Louisiana 
Economic Development Alliance and 
Adrian Wallace, director of the SEED 
Center Incubator. 

“The SEED Center is exactly what 
it says it is. It’s like putting a plant in 
an incubator to grow. The incubator 
supplies all the nourishment, and tools 
the plant needs,” Williamson said. “From 
guidance, to supplies, and even affordable 
offi ce space, I have it all here. Everyone 
I have talked to at the SEED Center has 
fertilized my business to grow.”

Williamson, a Lake Charles native, opened 
Paw Paw’s and offers catering services that 
feature plate lunches. He intends to open a 
restaurant in the near future.

In the kitchen, Williamson begins most 
of his dishes with garlic, onions and bell 
pepper. 

“That is the best way to smell up a 
kitchen,” he said. “In order to get the fl avor 

I want, you can’t rush it.” 
Williamson’s menu includes smothered 

chicken, barbecue ribs, fried fi sh, meatloaf, 
smothered pork chops and sausage Creole. 

His lunches are $9 with an entrée, two 
sides, roll, dessert and drink.

Paw Paw’s specialty catering items 
include seafood gumbo, crab macaroni and 
cheese casserole, etouffee and jambalaya.

Williamson, a grandfather of seven, 
started his culinary career at the age of 
nine when he started working at Ball’s 
Fried Chicken.

He lives by the slogan, “If you can’t 
smell it, you can’t sell it.”

Williamson is a three gumbo cook-
off champion. 

For more information about Paw 
Paw’s contact Williamson at 337-
475-7395 or 337-433-3632 or at 
Kennylc1@yahoo.com.

00916117

Eric Cormier is the Special Projects Manager/Assistant 
Communications Manager with the Southwest Louisiana 
Economic Development Alliance. He can be contacted at 
337-433-3632 or at ecormier@allianceswla.org.

LLC Business 
Structure Is 
Worth Your 
Time To Explore

Alliance 101
By Eric Cormier
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Comprehensive Care
For The Entire Family

• Emergency Care • OB/GYN
 • General Surgery • Orthopedics
• Urology • Bariatrics • Cardiology

LakeAreaMC.com 

Housing Report Guides Development

Incubator Spotlight: Paw Paw’s Diner

United States Senator David 
Vitter will speak and answer 
questions during the Chamber 
Southwest Louisiana’s fi rst 
One-On-One lunch specifi cally 
organized to introduce 
candidates for this year’s state 
governor’s race.

The event will take place Aug. 
26, 2015 at the SEED Center 
located at 4310 Ryan St. in Lake 
Charles. It will start at noon.

“With the upcoming 
governor’s race, it is very 
important that Southwest 
Louisiana issues be addressed 
with the major candidates,” said 
Celia Broussard, 2015 Chair 
of the Chamber Southwest. 
“Our Chamber is hosting four 
One-On-One’s with the major 
candidates. Each participant 
will be given the opportunity 

to speak separately about issues 
and answer questions related to 
issues of concern to our region”

Sen. Vitter was fi rst 
elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1999. He was 
elected to his fi rst term in the 
Senate in 2004 and re-elected 
in 2010. He is chairman of the 
Senate’s Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship 
and sits on the Committee 
on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs, Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, 
Committee on the Judiciary and 
is a deputy whip.

Vitter was born in New 
Orleans. He graduated from 
Harvard College in Cambridge, 
Mass., Oxford University 
as a Rhodes Scholar, and 
Tulane Law School. He served 

in the Louisiana House of 
Representatives from 1992 until 
1999.

Tickets for the lunch are $12 
per person, VIP tables of eight 
are $150 per event (there are 
three other One-On-One lunches 
with candidates for governor) or 
$500 for all four One-On-One 
events.

Payment must be received 
prior to the event with no 
cancellations due to catering 
commitments.

To register, contact Portia 
Metoyer at 337-433-3632, 
pmetoyer@allianceswla.org, 
or register online at www.
allianceswla.org.

The event is sponsored by 
Advance Offi ce Products, 
O’Charley’s and the 
Chamber SWLA.

U.S. Senator Vitter Kicks Off 
Chamber One-On-One Lunches

U.S. Senator David Vitter

Paw Paw’s Diner Owner Kenneth Williamson Sr.

The Southwest Louisiana 
Economic Development 
Alliance has undertaken a 
signifi cant project to guide 
housing strategies and decisions 
for Southwest Louisiana for 
years to come.  The project 
consists of a Housing Study 
(completed in 2012 and updated 
in 2014), a Housing Strategic 
Plan and Implementation 
Strategy, at the heart of the 
work, The Demand Model and 
the GIS based Housing and 
Community Development Web 
Portal.  

 The Demand Model and the 
Web Portal are unique in that 
they are dynamic tools that 
will allow the Alliance to keep 
information, data, modeling, 
projections, etc. updated as 
market dynamics change.  The 
signifi cance and focus of this 
work has changed dramatically 
in the last few years because 
of the unprecedented economic 
growth coming to Southwest 
Louisiana.

With over fi ve thousand hours 
dedicated by the Alliance staff, 
another two thousand hours 
invested by local stakeholders 
and leadership, and the 
partnership with one of the best 
professional contractors in the 
Country, CSRS, the Alliance 
has unwavering confi dence 
that this document will be the 
standard for housing decisions 
for our region for years to come. 
Participants included local, 
state and federal government 
representatives; home builders, 
developers, realtors, apartment 
owners, the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, the banking 
industry, nonprofi t housing 
agencies, law enforcement, 
industry and many other 
stakeholders along the way.  

“Who is our audience?  We 
consider anyone who is in the 

business of providing housing 
or making housing decisions for 
our community to be our target 
audience.  It was our hope to 
equip government, developers, 
builders, fi nancial institutions, 
etc. with the tools they need to 
make well-informed decisions 
about our housing markets.  In 
particular, we are aware that this 
market demand would stretch 
the limits of our local resources 
and that outside resources 
would be necessary to meet the 
demands.  Studies and plans 
are often conducted by larger 
fi rms for their own purposes 
but it is our local builders and 
developers that we had in mind 
when creating this work,” said 
David Conner, Vice President of 
Economic Development for the 
SWLA Economic Development 
Alliance.

“The document is designed to 
provide each parish of Southwest 
Louisiana with a pullout report.  
Although each pullout report 
can be used as a stand-alone 
report, we encourage the 
readers to thoroughly study the 
entire report in order to truly 
understand the market dynamics 
of the entire region.  This report 
can be used as:

• As a repository of 
information for the Southwest 
Louisiana housing market.

• As a guide on the processes 
of building and developing 
housing.

• As an informative document 
that will tell us what will happen 
in the housing markets if we do 
nothing.

• As a guide for decision 
makers who are considering 
investments to meet the housing 
demands.

• As a tool to project the 
needs.

• As a tool to determine where 
housing should be built in the 

region.
• As a recruiting tool for the 

industries that are attempting 
to attract top talent to the local 
economy.

“Modeling is a tool that 
incorporates historical data to 
assist in projections for future 
events.  The most sophisticated 
tools were available to us in our 
modeling process.  However, 
due to the unique housing market 
dynamics that exist in Southwest 
Louisiana, the housing demand 
based on upcoming projects 
and jobs growth required in-
depth research by the Alliance 
to provide accurate data that 
had to be collected directly 
from the new jobs sources.  In 

combination, historical data 
and new jobs data will provide 
our audience with the most 
accurate projections for housing 
available,” Conner said.

“The output of this report 
will prove vital in the proper 
future growth and development 
of our region.  Its value is 
signifi cant and its information 
is reliable – a testament to 
the hard work of those tasked 
with its creation.  Southwest 
Louisiana is fortunate to 
have access to such a useful 
resource,” said Karen Lambert 
Clapp, GO Group Director with 
the Calcasieu Parish Police 
Jury. The study can be viewed 
at www.allianceswla.org.

Following up on our last column related to business 
structures, this week limited liability companies are going 
to be explained.

To recap, there are six types of business structures: sole 
proprietorship, limited liability company, cooperative 
(LLC), corporation, partnership and S corporation.

According to the U.S. Small Business Administration, a 
limited liability company “is a hybrid type of legal structure 
that provides the limited liability features of a corporation 
and the tax effi ciencies and operational fl exibility of a 
partnership.

“The owners of an LLC are referred to as members. 
Depending on the state, the members can consist of a 
single individual (one owner), two or more individuals, 
corporations or other LLCs.”

This type of organization allows profi ts and losses to be 
passed through each of the LLC’s members.

“LLC members report profi ts and losses on their personal 
federal tax returns, just like the owners of a partnership 
would,” according to the SBA.

How To Form an LLC?
There are different variations of this process in each state.
In general, a person or group needs to:
• Choose the business name.
• File the Articles of Organization.
• Create an Operating Agreement
• Obtain Licenses and Permits.
• Hire employees.
• Announce the business.
In Louisiana, business fi lings can be completed at 

Louisiana Secretary of State’s website www.sos.la.gov. On 
the home page, hit the geauxbiz.com section. There you 
will be taken to a page where you can setup a new business, 
reserve a business name and register your business with 
the Louisiana Secretary of State, Louisiana Department of 
Revenue and Louisiana Workforce Commission.

LLC and Taxes
Because the LLC is not viewed as a separate tax entity 

by the federal government, the business is not taxed. The 
LLC’s members pay income tax through personal income 
tax.

“All LLCs must fi le as a corporation, partnership or sole 
proprietorship tax return. Certain LLCs are automatically 
classifi ed and taxed as a corporation by federal tax law,” 
according to the SBA.

A person needs to reference the Louisiana Department of 
Revenue (www.revenue.louisiana.gov)and the IRS (www.
irs.gov) to learn more about their tax obligations with and 
LLC or any other business structure. It is benefi cial to also 
have access to an accountant to consult.

LLC Advantages
The SBA states:
• Limited Liability: Members are protected from personal 

liability for business decisions or actions of the LLC. This 
means that if the LLC incurs debt or is sued, members 
personal assets are usually exempt. Keep in mind that 
limited means “limited: liability since members are not 
necessarily shielded from wrongful acts, including those of 
their employees.

• Less Recordkeeping: An LLC’s operational ease is one 
of its greatest advantages. Compared to an S-corporation, 
there is less registration paperwork and there are smaller 
start-up costs.

• Sharing of profi ts: There are fewer restrictions on profi t 
sharing within an LLC, as members distribute profi ts as 
they see fi t. Members might contribute different portions 
of capital and sweat equity. Consequently, it’s up to the 
members themselves to decide who has earned what 
percentage of the profi ts or losses.

LLC Disadvantages
The SBA states:
• Limited Life: In some states, when a member leaves, 

the LLC is dissolved and remaining members must fulfi ll 
all remaining legal and business obligations to close the 
business.

• Self-employment taxes: Members are considered 
self-employed and must pay the self-employment tax 
contributions towards Medicare and Social Security. The 
entire net income of the LLC is subject to this tax.

I would be wise to consultant an accountant and attorney 
to answer important questions about and LLC.

The more you understand about basic business subjects, 
the better your chances are to benefi t from our region’s 
economic expansion.

 

David Conner, Vice President of Economic Development 
for the Alliance, discusses housing study.


